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Sri Lanka Easter Bombings

Sri Lanka Warns of More Attacks as Police Scour Capital for 6 Suspects
This article is by Jeffrey Gettleman, Dharisha Bastians and Mujib
Mashal.

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — Hundreds of police officers swept
through Colombo, Sri Lanka, on
Thursday, shutting down large
parts of the capital city and looking urgently for six suspects —
three men and three women —
connected to the Easter Sunday
attacks who might be planning a
new wave of bloodshed.
The country’s defense secretary, Hemasiri Fernando, resigned after the president blamed
him for failing to act on warnings
of an impending assault. At least
10 days before the attack, the Sri
Lankan government had detailed
intelligence that Islamist extremists were plotting suicide bombings at churches.
Sri Lanka’s Health Ministry
conceded late Thursday night that
it had overstated the death toll
from the bombings on Sunday at
three churches and three hotels,
revising their estimate from at
least 359 killed to at least 250. In a
written statement, the ministry
cited the difficulty in counting
when so many of the victims’ bodies were not intact.
Police officials said Thursday
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that they feared there were at
least two people on the loose who
had planned to be suicide bombers that day. The police said they
had information that another attack was imminent, posted the
suspects’ pictures on social media
and urged anyone with information about them to call a hotline.
The security services also circulated a memo saying that the
group that carried out the Easter
attacks could be “specifically targeting Sufi shrines.”
The authorities in Sri Lanka
have blamed a local extremist Islamist group, National Thowheeth
Jama’ath, for the bombings, and
images posted online appear to
show members of the group
pledging allegiance to the Islamic
State, which has claimed responsibility for the attacks. The local
group follows a fundamentalist
form of Islam that believes Sufi
Muslims, who adhere to a mystical school of Islam, are heretics.
The tragedy on Sunday could
have been much worse had it not
been for a miscalculation by the
attackers, officials said. One
bomber arrived at the Taj Samudra, another luxury hotel, carrying explosives in a large backpack, but twice failed to trigger
the fuse on the device.
The bomber then left the hotel
for a motel a few kilometers away,
where he died in an explosion. Officials say he was probably trying
to fix the bomb when it detonated.

Across Sri Lanka, Friday Prayer for Muslims and Sunday services for Roman Catholics have
been canceled amid fears of large
public gatherings. Tensions are
rising, and in some areas, a violent
backlash against the country’s
Muslim minority has begun. The
country’s devastating 26-year civil war, which ended in 2009, was
fought along ethnic lines, not religious ones.
Agents from the F.B.I., the
British intelligence service MI6
and Indian, Australian and Swiss
security agencies have all joined
the investigation into the attacks.
Sri Lankan authorities said more
than 70 people had been arrested.
But one Sri Lankan official
grumbled that poor coordination
between Sri Lanka’s various government agencies was hampering
the investigation. Sri Lankan intelligence agencies were still refusing to share foreign intelligence reports with officials in
other departments investigating
the suicide attacks, the official
said.
The Sri Lankan government is
bitterly divided, which may have
contributed to the security failures leading up to the bombings.
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe, a rival of President
Maithripala Sirisena, has complained that he was not allowed to
attend security meetings before
the attacks and was never informed of the warnings.
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President Maithripala Sirisena
in February. His government
has been criticized for failing to
prevent the suicide attacks.
Mr. Sirisena has tried to deflect
intense criticism for the government’s failure to prevent the attacks, and on Wednesday he
called for the resignations of Mr.
Fernando, the defense secretary,
and Pujith Jayasundara, the inspector general of the police.
Just a few months ago, the authorities arrested and then released several of the suicide
bombers, and in January the po-

lice found a large cache of weapons, including explosives, assembled by radical Islamists who they
say were probably linked to National Thowheeth Jama’ath.
Indian intelligence officials began warning their Sri Lankan
counterparts of a pending attack
at least as early as April 4, officials
have said. On April 11, a police official sent a memo to Sri Lankan security agencies, based on Indian
intelligence reports, outlining in
great detail the threat of suicide
bombings at churches, with
names, addresses and phone
numbers of suspects. But many
officials did not see the memo.
And just hours before the
bombs detonated in packed
churches and hotel restaurants,
India warned that the attacks
were imminent.
Lawmakers, survivors and the
archbishop of Colombo are among
those who have criticized the security services for failing to act.
Sri Lankan officials said on
Thursday that they were having
trouble identifying all of the suicide bombers through DNA tests,
which would require comparison
samples taken from relatives, because the families of some of the
bombers had fled their homes and
could not be found.
With warnings of more attacks
putting the entire capital on alert,
many people stayed home. The
Liberty Plaza mall, one of the

city’s biggest, was deserted. Shop
after shop was closed, and the few
that were open stood empty. Roadblocks went up around the country.
Adding to the anxiety and confusion was the misidentification of
a Brown University student,
Amara Majeed, as a suspect. After
Ms. Majeed’s photo spread online
and in Sri Lankan news reports,
she wrote on Facebook that the association was “obviously completely false.”
“Please stop implicating and associating me with these horrific
attacks,” she added.
In Sri Lanka, many people said
they felt uneasy.
“I don’t know what to eat, I don’t
know when to eat, my whole body
is trembling,” said Indika Manamperi, the owner of two restaurants
in the food court.
Mr. Manamperi said he used to
be a major in the Sri Lankan Army
and felt completely demoralized
by the attacks.
“There was enough of a blood
bath for the past 30 years and
again our children have to face the
same tune?” he said.
What really distressed him, he
said, was Sri Lanka’s political dysfunction during such a painful crisis.
“I’m stressed because these Sri
Lankan politicians don’t want to
take responsibility,” he said. “It’s a
pathetic state of affairs.”
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E X U M A C AY S , B A H A M A S

O L D F O R T B AY, B A H A M A S C A V E C R E E K , A R I Z O N A
Venetian-style home on two lots with 150 ft. of
canal frontage. 8,914 sq. ft. covered space, 3 bedrooms,
3 full bathrooms, 2 half bathrooms, library, oﬃce,
guest house, pool, 2-car garage. Gated community.
WEB ID: 37086. $4,500,000 US.
Nick.Damianos@SIRbahamas.com

Stunning Spanish authentic with views of Black Mountain,
Elephant Butte and the Continentals. Casa de la Cruses, an
exquisite mountain-side architectural gem, boasts a
gourmet chef’s kitchen,open concept living,plentiful
outdoor spaces, lap/play pool,veranda, ﬁreside patios and
walkways. Private guest house oﬀers 2 bedrooms, 2 baths.
$2,495,000. Frank Aazami. frank.aazami@sir.com

Damianos Sotheby’s International Realty
+1 242.424.9699 | SIRbahamas.com

Old Fort Bay Sotheby’s International Realty
+1 242.376.1841 | SIRbahamas.com

Russ Lyon Sotheby’s International Realty
+1 480.266.0240 | SchoolHouseListing.com

G I L R O Y, C A L I F O R N I A

PESCADERO, CALIFORNIA SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA SAN DIEGO, CA
Exceptional architecture, spectacular ocean views, and
84 acres – a coastal sanctuary unlike any other. Main
residence is open with ﬂexible accommodations,
including as many as 6 bedrooms and 2 oﬃces. Separate
guest house for extended family or executive oﬃce space
and captivating grounds. Only an hour from Silicon Valley.
$8,000,000. Michael Dreyfus.

A one-of-a-kind feat of architecture, The Sundial House is
a marvel of contemporary design and sophisticated
elements. Set in the exclusive La Jolla neighborhood of
Country Club Estates, the home oﬀers brilliant design
and panoramic ocean views, exquisite craftsmanship,
unexpected curves and an undulated perfection of casted
light and circles. $6,500,000-$7,450,000. Eric Iantorno.

1-acre Shores tennis estate located on a private road,
5 minute walk from the beach. Features 6 bedrooms,
7 baths and a detached 1 bedroom, 1 bath guest cottage
as well as an attached 1 bedroom apartment. Exterior
features a pool, spa, and extensive patios. Opportunity
to add second story with ocean views. Price range from
$8,500,000 – $10,500,000. Brett Dickinson.

Golden Gate Sotheby International Realty
+1 650.485.3476 | BatesRanchVineyard.com

Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
+1 650.485.3476 | ContemporaryPescadero.com

Pacific Sotheby’s International Realty
+1 858.334.3577 | PacificSIR.com

Pacific Sotheby’s International Realty
+1 858.204.6226 | PacificSIR.com

Staniel Cay Ocean Ridge Lot. Two acre lot with 167 feet
of sandy beach and 50 foot elevations. Located in the
Exuma Cays for best cruising, diving and snorkeling.
Utilities present. Fly-in community.Dock slip included.
$1,495,000 US.
George.Damianos@SIRbahamas.com

Bates Ranch, a stunning retreat with complete privacy and
tranquility featuring 22 acres of award winning Cabernet,
Cabernet Franc and Grenache vineyards. 45 minutes south
of Palo Alto, it is noted for its 1930’s William Wurster
designed main house and 3 bedroom, 3 bath guest house
with oversize pool and tennis court.A once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity. $15,000,000. Michael Dreyfus.

B R I D G E WAT E R , C O N N E C T I C U T B E T H E S D A , M A R Y L A N D

PA R A D I S E VA L L E Y, A R I Z O N A P H O E N I X , A R I Z O N A
Engineer’s personal residence,with highest behind the walls
mechanical and engineering design in place, greater use of
eﬃciency factors to save and preserve utility use. Better
plumbing,lighting,insulation and airﬂow. Better quality
stone, Iron gates and doors, several disappearing wall of
glass sliders, uniting indoor living with outdoor living.
$4,100,000.FrankAazami.frank.aazami@sir.com

Gorgeous estate is nestled at the base of Daisy Mountain.
European architecture,privacy and mountain views.At over
8,100 sq. ft., no expense was spared, no detail was missed.
Coﬀered entry ceiling,brick barrel hallways, tongue/groove
beamed ceilings and 2 glass pocket doors.4 ensuite
bedrooms with private baths plus separate guest house.
$2,149,000.FrankAazami. frank.aazami@sir.com

Russ Lyon Sotheby’s International Realty
+1 480.266.0240 | ParadiseValleyListing.com

Russ Lyon Sotheby’s International Realty
+1 480.266.0240 | AnthemCustom.com

WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Palazzo Della Felicita. 16,800 sq. ft. containing
11 bedrooms, 12 full baths, 5 half baths. Grand foyer with
gorgeous custom-designed dome, sensational great
room, deluxe master suites, professional wine cellar,
state-of-the-art gym, spa with sauna, steam and massage
room, hot tub, game room, secure safe room, heated
swimming pool/pool house. $15,000,000. Marc Fleisher.

TTR Sotheby’s International Realty
+1 301.967.3344 | ttrsir.com

B E AC O N H I L L , M A S S AC H U S E T T S B O S T O N , M A S S A C H U S E T T S C A M B R I D G E , M A S S A C H U S E T T S

Architecturally designed English Country Manor,
beautifully sited on 44+ acres with wonderful gardens,
amazing stone work and sweeping lawns. Lovely grand
entry, formal dining room, cozy paneled library with
ﬁreplace, gourmet country kitchen, ﬁrst ﬂoor master
bedroom, solarium, heated gunite pool, stone guest
house, 3 car garage. $2,300,000. Maureen Burmann.

Unparalleled in its use of the ﬁnest materials and expert
workmanship, this incredible new home was constructed by
acclaimed Magruder Companies and designed by award
winning GTM Architects. Exquisitely sited on a gorgeous
1 acre lot, the home consists of 12,000 ﬁnished sq. ft. of
incomparable quality. Spectacular pool/poolhouse,
4 car garage. $6,995,000. Marc Fleisher.

Discover the historic integrity and delightful charm of
Beacon Hill. This 2,256 sq. ft. duplex penthouse has
2 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, a master suite with river
views, and an expansive private roof deck with hot tub.
Located on the coveted ‘Flat of the Hill’, this home is
complete with one rental parking spot. $3,650,000.
Michael L. Carucci.

Situated on the coveted Flat of the Hill, this private,
38 ft. wide, 3 bedroom, 3 bath residence with parking
awaits a renovation. Floor plans by The Holland
Companies depict a large kitchen, living room, formal
dining room, den, and master suite with a balcony.
Superb Beacon Hill location. $3,375,000.
Michael L. Carucci.

The Philip Munroe House is nestled between Harvard
and Inman Squares on Maple Avenue. Extensively
renovated in 2010, this mansard 3-family oﬀers over
4,500 sq. ft. of living area on a 7,466 sq. ft. lot and a
5-car garage. $3,688,000. Max Dublin.

William Pitt Sotheby’s International Realty
+1 203.948.7572 | williampitt.com

TTR Sotheby’s International Realty
+1 301.967.3344 | ttrsir.com

Gibson Sotheby’s International Realty
+ 1 617.901.7600 | GibsonSothebysRealty.com

Gibson Sotheby’s International Realty
+1 617.901.7600 | GibsonSothebysRealty.com

Gibson Sotheby’s International Realty
+1 617.230.7615 | 31Maple.com

NEW YORK, NEW YORK

VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA

Sotheby’s International Realty
East Side Manhattan Brokerage
+1 212.606.7669 | sothebyshomes.com/00113175

Atlantic Sotheby’s International Realty
+1 757.340.5555 | 1508DukeOfWindsor.live

M A N C H E S T E R , M A S S AC H U S E T T S B R O N X V I L L E V I L L AG E , N E W YO R K N E W Y O R K , N E W Y O R K
The Chimneys oﬀers 28 acres of oceanside privacy with
an 8 bedroom, 13,000 sq. ft. home, a private beach and
historic Olmstead gardens. The Carriage House is for
collector cars or an oﬃce, with a 2 bedroom apartment
above. This pristine property has sheltered just
3 families since 1844. $24,000,000.
Michael L. Carucci.

Built by Frank Lloyd Wright collaborator, David Henken
and modernized by architect Markus Dochantschi,
this 5,550 sq. ft. home is a masterpiece. Easy walk
to upscale village shops, school and train.
$4,495,000. Kathleen Collins.
Kathleen.Collins@SothebysRealty.com

Gibson Sotheby’s International Realty
+1 617.901.7600 | GibsonSothebysRealty.com

Julia B. Fee Sotheby’s International Realty
+1 914.715.6052 | 1GovernorsRd.com

Rarely available and in beautiful, move-in condition,
this grand elegant, sophisticated 8 room home
was designed by legendary interior designer
Mariette Himes Gomez. $6,295,000.
Olga Reindlova Neulist.

Sotheby’s International Realty
East Side Manhattan Brokerage
+1 917.821.1116 | parkavenueclassic.com

1111 Park Avenue. Meticulously and newly rebuilt and
renovated, 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath, prewar, full-service
cooperative. This ideal address is close to Central Park,
Museum Mile and everything the Upper East Side
has to oﬀer. $5,500,000. Nikki Field.
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Diamond Point Estate on Linkhorn Bay. Pier for boat up
to 60ft. Easy Chesapeake Bay and Ocean access.
7,300 sq. ft, 5 bedrooms, 6 baths, heated pool,
wraparound patio, National House of the Year for
designer Gene Roebuck. Weekend retreat, retirement, or
current lifestyle. 5 Minutes to best restaurants.
$2,900,000. Kris Weaver.

sothebys realty.com

